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One day International Seminar on  

“Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray in the Context of Interdisciplinary Science & 

Sustainable Development” 

       Date: 5/08/2026       Place: Natyamancha,  

                                                                         Netaji Mahavidyalaya, Arambagh, Hooghly 

Programme Schedule 
 

Event Time Slot 

Spot Registration 10.00-10.15 AM 

In
a
u

g
u

ra
l 

S
es

si
o
n

  Garlanding the portrait of APC Ray by Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor and 

Dignitaries 

 Lighting the Lamp by Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor and Dignitaries 

 Felicitation to all on the Dias 

 Welcome Adress by Principal, Vice-Principal, IQAC Coordinator 

10.15 -10.50 AM 

Inauguration of the Book of Abstracts by Dr. Samar Roy Chowdhury, 

Expert & Advisor (Bio Pharma Mgt.), Former NCCS (DBT, Govt. of India) 
10.50-11AM 

Keynote Adress by Prof. Pabitra Kumar Chakrabarti, Vice- Chancellor, 

SKBU 
11-11.45 AM 

Memorial Lecture by Dr. Chittaranjan Sinha, Retd. Professor of Chemistry, 

Jadavpur University 
11.45 - 12.45 PM 

Deliberation by Dr. Debraj Chandra, Associate Professor, Dept. of Material 

Sciences and Technology, Niigata University, Japan 
12.45-1.30 PM 

LUNCH BREAK and POSTER SESSION 1.30-2.45 PM 

Memorial Lecture by Dr. Rajarshi Ghosh, Professor of Chemistry, BU 2.45-3.45 PM 

Deliberation by Dr. Somenath Maji, Associate Professor of Chemistry, IIT, 

Hyderabad 
3.45-4.30 PM 

V
a
le

d
ic

to
ry

 S
es

si
o
n

 

 Conferring Best Poster Presentation Awards and Issuing Certificates 

 Feedback 

 Vote of thanks of Dr. Krishanu Sarkar, Convenor of this Seminar 

4.30-5.00 PM 
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A report on the one-day international seminar on 

“Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray In The Context Of Interdisciplinary Science & 

Sustainable Development” 

Organized by the Department of Chemistry and Physics in Collaboration with IQAC 

Netaji Mahavidyalaya, Arambagh, Hooghly 

Date: 05 August, 2026 

Venue: Natyamancha, Netaji Mahavidyalaya, Arambagh, Hooghly 

 

 

 

1. Introduction 

The Department of Chemistry and Physics, in collaboration with the Internal Quality Assurance 

Cell (IQAC), Netaji Mahavidyalaya, Arambagh, Hooghly, successfully organized a One-Day 

International Seminar on “Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray in the Context of Interdisciplinary Science 

& Sustainable Development” on 5th August 2026 at the Natyamancha of the college. 

The seminar was a befitting commemoration of the 165th birth anniversary of Acharya Prafulla 

Chandra Ray, one of the foremost pioneers of modern Indian science. It was conceived as an academic 

tribute to Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray, one of the pioneers of modern chemical science in India, an 

eminent scientist, visionary educator and institution builder. The central theme of the seminar was 

particularly relevant to the contemporary scientific landscape, where complex global challenges 

increasingly demand collaboration among different branches of science and a strong commitment to 

sustainable development. 

The celebration of the life and legacy of Acharya P. C. Ray is, in itself, a celebration of the 

spirit of Indian science. A visionary scientist, inspiring teacher, pioneering industrialist, and devoted 

nation-builder, Acharya Ray firmly believed that scientific knowledge should serve society and 

contribute to the intellectual, technological, and economic advancement of the nation. It was therefore 

particularly appropriate that his birth anniversary was commemorated through such an intellectually 

stimulating and academically vibrant international gathering. 

The seminar aimed to provide an intellectual platform for eminent scientists, academicians, 

researchers, teachers and students to exchange ideas on interdisciplinary scientific research and its role 

in addressing contemporary challenges. The seminar brochure specifically highlights the objectives of 

promoting interdisciplinary research, environmental stewardship, technological advancement and 

societal well-being. 

 

2. Objectives of the Seminar 

The major objectives of the seminar were: 

 To commemorate and reflect upon the remarkable scientific and educational legacy of Acharya 

Prafulla Chandra Ray. 
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 To examine the relevance of interdisciplinary science in addressing present-day global 

challenges. 

 To explore the interface between scientific advancement and sustainable development. 

 To encourage meaningful interaction among scientists, academicians, research scholars, 

teachers and students. 

 To provide young researchers and students with an opportunity to present their scientific ideas 

and research findings. 

 To foster collaborative research and scientific dialogue across different disciplines. 

 To inspire the younger generation to contribute towards a scientifically advanced and 

environmentally sustainable society. 

The objectives were closely aligned with the seminar’s stated vision of encouraging collaborative 

research and inspiring young researchers to contribute to a sustainable future through interdisciplinary 

science. 

 

3. Inaugural Session 

The programme commenced with spot registration from 10:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m., followed by 

the inaugural session. The inaugural session began with the singing of “Vande Mataram” by all present 

participants, creating a solemn and patriotic atmosphere that set the tone for the academic deliberations 

of the day. 

The inaugural ceremony then proceeded with the garlanding of the portrait of Acharya Prafulla 

Chandra Ray, followed by the traditional lighting of the ceremonial lamp by the Hon’ble Principal and 

other dignitaries. The dignitaries present on the dais were formally felicitated. The welcome address 

was delivered by the Principal, Vice-Principal and IQAC Coordinator of Netaji Mahavidyalaya. Their 

addresses emphasized the importance of organizing academic programmes that connect the rich 

scientific heritage of India with contemporary research, innovation and sustainable development. 

A particularly significant moment of the inaugural programme was the inauguration of the 

Book of Abstracts by the distinguished guest, Dr. Samar Roychoudhury. The inauguration marked an 

important academic milestone of the seminar, as the Book of Abstracts represented the scholarly 

contributions and research interests brought together through the seminar. 

 

4. Keynote Address 

The inaugural session was followed by the Keynote Address delivered by Prof. Pabitra Kumar 

Chakrabarti, Vice-Chancellor, Sidho Kanho Birsha University (SKBU), from 11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.  

Prof. Chakrabarti’s presence as the keynote speaker added considerable academic significance 

to the programme. His address provided an appropriate intellectual foundation for the seminar and 
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highlighted the importance of scientific thinking, interdisciplinary approaches and academic 

collaboration in confronting contemporary challenges. 

 

5. Memorial Lecture by Prof. Chittaranjan Sinha 

The keynote session was followed by a Memorial Lecture delivered by Prof. Chittaranjan 

Sinha, Retired Professor of Chemistry, Jadavpur University, from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 

Prof. Chittaranjan Sinha, Jadavpur University, spoke eloquently on the life, scientific 

contributions, social vision, and nation-building initiatives of Acharya Ray. His presentations brought 

out how Acharya Ray integrated scientific excellence with social responsibility and a deep 

commitment to the development of the nation. The broad title of the Prof. Sinha’s discussion was 

Building the Nation: The Contribution of Acharya P. C. Ray. Prof. Sinha’s distinguished academic 

background and expertise in chemistry contributed significantly to the intellectual depth of the 

seminar. The memorial lecture provided an opportunity for participants to reflect on the historical 

significance of Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray and the continuing relevance of scientific research in 

the development of society. 

 

6. International Academic Deliberation by Dr. Debraj Chandra 

The next academic session featured a deliberation by Dr. Debraj Chandra, Associate Professor, 

Department of Materials Science and Technology, Faculty of Engineering, Niigata University, Japan, 

from 12:45 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Dr. Debraj Chandra, Niigata University, Japan enriched the seminar by presenting 

contemporary scientific developments and sharing significant aspects of their own research findings. 

He mainly focused on the Designing Nanomaterials for Clean Energy: From Sunlight and Water to 

Green Hydrogen Fuel. Dr. Chandra’s participation brought an international dimension to the seminar 

and strengthened its emphasis on global scientific exchange. His association with an international 

university also provided an opportunity for participants to engage with perspectives from the broader 

international research community. 

 

7. Lunch and Poster Presentation Session 

The lunch break was combined with an extensive Poster Presentation Session, scheduled from 

1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

One of the major highlights of the seminar was the enthusiastic participation in the poster 

session. A total of 57 posters were presented by faculty members, research scholars and students from 

various colleges and academic institutions. The large number and diversity of posters demonstrated 

the enthusiasm of the academic community towards interdisciplinary research. The presentations 

covered a wide range of scientific ideas and research themes, providing participants with an 
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opportunity to communicate their findings, exchange views and interact with researchers from 

different academic backgrounds. 

The poster session also provided an important platform for young researchers and students to 

gain experience in scientific communication and presentation. The seminar brochure had specifically 

invited poster submissions and prescribed a standard format for presentation and abstract submission. 

 

8. Evaluation of Poster Presentations 

The 57 posters were evaluated by a distinguished panel of judges comprising: 

 Dr. Chittaranjan Sinha 

 Dr. Rajarshi Ghosh 

 Dr. Somnath Maji 

The evaluation process provided an opportunity to recognize excellence in scientific presentation, 

research content and communication. The judging panel included eminent academicians from leading 

institutions. Dr. Rajarshi Ghosh is Professor of Chemistry at Burdwan University, while Dr. Somnath 

Maji is Associate Professor of Chemistry at the Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad. At the 

conclusion of the evaluation, five Best Poster Presentation Awards were conferred. 

 

9. Memorial Lecture by Prof. Rajarshi Ghosh 

Following the poster session, Dr. Rajarshi Ghosh, Professor of Chemistry, Burdwan 

University, delivered a Memorial Lecture from 2:45 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

Prof. Rajarshi Ghosh, University of Burdwan, spoke eloquently on the life, scientific 

contributions, social vision, and nation-building initiatives of Acharya Ray. Their presentations 

brought out how Acharya Ray integrated scientific excellence with social responsibility and a deep 

commitment to the development of the nation. Prof. Ghosh’s deliberation covers a brief life-sketch 

and some of his research findings in chemical sciences of Acharya Ray. His participation enriched the 

academic programme and offered participants another opportunity to engage with contemporary 

scientific perspectives. 

 

10. Deliberation by Dr. Somnath Maji 

The next session featured an academic deliberation by Dr. Somnath Maji, Associate Professor 

of Chemistry, Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad, from 3:45 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Prof. Somnath Maji, IIT-Hyderabad enriched the seminar by presenting contemporary 

scientific developments and sharing significant aspects of their own research findings. The broad title 

of the Dr. Maji’s deliberation was Bio-inspired Transition Metal Complexes for Solar Fuel Production. 
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His discussion strengthened the academic character of the seminar by bringing together perspectives 

from advanced research and higher scientific education. 

 

11. Felicitation to the Organizers 

Before the valedictory session, a special felicitation programme was organized to honour the 

members of the Organizing Committee, faculty coordinators, and supporting staff for their dedicated 

efforts in ensuring the successful execution of the seminar. 

The dignitaries and invited speakers appreciated the seamless coordination, academic quality, 

and hospitality extended throughout the programme. The felicitation served as a recognition of the 

collective teamwork of the Department of Chemistry, Department of Physics, IQAC, and student 

volunteers, whose efforts made the international seminar a grand success. 

 

12. Valedictory Session 

The seminar concluded with a Valedictory Session from 4:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

The session included the conferring of the Best Poster Presentation Awards, distribution of certificates 

and collection of feedback from participants. 

A structured feedback session was conducted during the valedictory programme, where participants 

shared their experiences: 

 A faculty member expressed appreciation for the interdisciplinary nature of the seminar and 

highlighted its academic depth and organization. 

 A research scholar shared that the poster presentation platform provided valuable exposure and 

motivation for future research work. 

 A student participant expressed gratitude for the opportunity to interact with eminent scientists 

and stated that the seminar inspired greater interest in scientific research. 

The feedback collectively reflected the academic success and positive impact of the seminar. 

The programme concluded with the singing of the National Anthem “Jana Gana Mana” by all present, 

marking a dignified and patriotic closure to the academic event, followed by the Vote of Thanks 

delivered by Dr. Krishanu Sarkar, Convener of the Seminar. 

 

13. Contribution of the Organizing Team 

The successful organization of the seminar was made possible through the collective efforts of the 

Department of Chemistry, Department of Physics and IQAC, Netaji Mahavidyalaya. 
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The coordinated efforts of the organizing team, faculty members, office staff, laboratory staff and 

student volunteers ensured the smooth conduct of the academic sessions, poster presentations, 

registration, hospitality and valedictory programme. 

 

14. Academic Significance of the Seminar 

The seminar successfully created a vibrant academic environment in which the historical legacy of 

Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray was brought into dialogue with the challenges and opportunities of 

contemporary science. The participation of eminent academicians from reputed national and 

international institutions gave the seminar a broad academic character. The 57-paper poster session 

was another major academic achievement, reflecting strong research engagement among faculty, 

scholars and students. 

 

15. Outcome of the Seminar 

The seminar achieved several significant outcomes: 

1. Academic tribute to Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray. 

2. Strengthening of interdisciplinary scientific awareness. 

3. Platform for academic exchange among researchers and students. 

4. International academic exposure. 

5. Promotion of research communication through posters. 

6. Encouragement of collaborative research. 

7. Scholarly documentation through Book of Abstracts. 

8. Recognition of excellence through poster awards. 

9. Awareness of science for sustainable development. 

10. Inspiration for young researchers. 

 

16. Conclusion 

The One-Day International Seminar was successfully organized on 5 August 2026 at Netaji 

Mahavidyalaya, Arambagh. The event effectively combined academic excellence with cultural and 

national values, beginning with Vande Mataram and concluding with Jana Gana Mana, thereby 

reflecting both intellectual and patriotic spirit. The seminar stands as a meaningful academic initiative 

that bridges India’s scientific heritage with contemporary interdisciplinary and sustainable research 

directions. In essence, the seminar served as a bridge between the glorious scientific heritage of India 

and the emerging vision of a sustainable, interdisciplinary and research-driven future. 
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Inaugural Song  

(Vandemataram) 
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Garlanding the portrait of APC Ray 
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Lighting the Lamp 
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Felicitation to all on the Dias 
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Welcome Address 
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Keynote Address by Prof. Pabitra Kumar 

Chakrabarti 
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Memorial Lecture by Dr. Chittaranjan Sinha 
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Deliberation by Dr. Debraj Chandra 
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Memorial Lecture by Dr. Rajarshi Ghosh 
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Deliberation by Dr. Somnath Maji 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

46 | P a g e  

International Seminar on Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray 

 

 

Conferring Best Poster Presentation Awards  
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Sharing Experiences by Faculty and Students 
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Felicitation of Organizing Committee and Members 
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Audience 
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Some pictures 

 

 

 

  



 
 

51 | P a g e  

International Seminar on Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray 

 

Group Picture  
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Vote of Thanks 
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Thank You 


